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Don't wait any longer, 
plant those bulbs now 
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Parkways removal — 
will reopen access to 
gorges wild vista 


Um = 


Harry Scull Jr./News file photo 


Many years ago, the Niagara Gorge was “walled off” by the construction of the Robert Moses Parkway. 


avid Brooks wasn’t think- 
ing about vindication. He 
walked down a new stone 
stairway near the Whirlpool 
Rapids Bridge in Niagara 
Falls, heading toward a surge of 
water, Niagara River green, toward 
the drama of the rapids hidden in the 


gorge. 


by what was then known as the Robert 
Moses Parkway. The four-lane thorough- 
fare stretches for miles, creating visual 


COMMENTARY 


Brooks was transfixed. It was the 


beauty, not the blunders, that had always been the 
point. He introduced me to the gorge more than 
30 years ago, when he was a planner with the city 
of Niagara Falls. At the time, the biggest obstacle 
to sharing that treasure with the world seemed 
cemented into place, a monument to folly and lack 


of vision. 


The gorge was “walled off,” as Brooks puts it, 


desolation between a thundering torrent 
of freshwater and a city estranged 
from its river for too long. 

Two miles of the parkway, over the 
next two years, will disappear. Remov- 


ing it will cost up to $44 million, most 
of it in state Power Authority money. 


It is possible, by this time next autumn, that the 
elevated portion near the city’s struggling North 
End will be completely gone, with the area it covered 
reclaimed as parkland. 

The Western New York Land Conservancy 
intends to transform nearly 200 acres of the gorge, 


See Kirston Page A8 


Get rid of the parkway, that great concrete wall, and suddenly historic buildings 
along Main Street offer easy access to a singular vista. 


Judge denies Maziarz motion 
for dismissal in finance case 


what top Niagara County GOP figures 
disclosed to state Attorney General Eric 
T. Schneiderman’s grand jury back in 
March, when his staff sought to prove 
that Maziarz circumvented campaign 
finance reporting requirements to hide 
payments to Glen S. Aronow, a former 
county legislator who had been dis- 


Clears the way for trial 
on election law felonies 


By ROBERT J. MCCARTHY 


NEWS POLITICAL REPORTER 


An Albany County judge has denied 
former State Sen. George D. Maziarz’s 
motion to dismiss three counts of elec- 
tion law felonies in a scathing decision 
that points fingers at some of the top 
names in Niagara County Republican 
politics. 

The decision brings to light much of 


missed for sexual harassment. 


Later, Aronow joined campaigns 
directed by Maziarz and the Niagara 


County Republican Committee. 


The judge’s decision also clears the 


See Maziarzon Page A8 


SUSPECT’S MOM 
CAUSES STIR AT 
SHOOTING SCENE 


Viola Green, 
mother of 
the suspect 
in Tuesday’s 
Dollar General 
shooting, 
reportedly got 
into arguments 
Thursday with 
store employ- 
ees and with 
the man who 
hit her son with 
acar to stop 

m the shooting. 
i N See Page B1 


House passes 
GOP tax bill as 


N.Y. debate rages 


SALT deduction remains divisive 
as focus shifts to action in Senate 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - The 
House on Thursday passed the 
mostsweepingtaxlegislationin 
31 years, a $1.5 trillion cut that 
aims to reduce rates and slash 
many deductions - including 
the write-off for state and lo- 
cal taxes, which Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo and even many New 
York Republicans say is essen- 
tial to the state. 

Yet the 227-205 House vote 
exposed divisions that will 
make it a challenge for Con- 
gress to develop afinal tax pack- 
age. 

Five of New York’s nine 
House Republicans joined with 
all House Democrats in oppos- 
ing the measure, fearing that its 
sharp limitation of the deduc- 
tion for state and local taxes, or 
SALT, will hurt the state. 

Thanks to acompromise en- 
gineered in part by Rep. Tom 
Reed, R-Corning, the House 
bill limits the SALT deduction 
to the first $10,000 of property 
taxes instead of ending the de- 
duction entirely, as the Senate 
measure would do. 

Reed vowed to try to pre- 
serve what’s left of the SALT 
deduction if the Senate passes 
its tax legislation and a confer- 
ence committee convenes to 
reconcile the House and Senate 
versions. He has said he would 
oppose any final tax bill that 
doesn’t save part of the SALT 
deduction. 

“We've still got a lot of work 
to do,” said Reed, a member of 
the tax-writing House Ways 
and Means Committee. “We’re 
going to work with our Senate 


Tax tally from WNY 
How local lawmakers voted 
on bill that passed, 227-205 


Chris Collins 
Republican 
27th District 
Yes 


Brian Higgins 
Democrat 

26th District 
No 


Louise Slaughter 
Democrat 

25th District 

No 


3 Tom Reed 
s or Republican 


q Se 23rd District 
Yes 


partners. We’re going to make 
sure we improve this bill as we 
go through the negotiations be- 
tween the House and the Sen- 
ate. 

“But I’m very optimistic that 
we're on schedule. We will de- 
liver this tax relief for hard- 
working people back home by 
the end of the year, and they'll 
start seeing that relief shows up 
in their paychecks as soon as 
the first or the second week of 
January.” 

Another potential compli- 
cation surfaced, though, on the 
other side of Capitol Hill, where 
Republican senators grappled 
with a new report from the bi- 
partisan congressional Joint 
Committee on Taxation show- 
ing that their bill would in- 


See Taxes on Page A7 


ANALYSIS 


Relief for corporations 
atop GOPS priorities 


Tax overhaul is designed 
to reassure boardrooms as 
Jamilies face future hikes. 


By Jim TANKERSLEY 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - There are 
tough choices at the heart of 
the Republican tax bills speed- 
ing through Congress, and they 
make clear what the party val- 
ues most in economic policy 
right now: deep and lasting tax 
cuts for corporations. 

The bill that sailed through 
the House on Thursday choos- 
es to take from high-tax Demo- 
cratic states, particularly Cali- 
fornia and New York, and give 
to lower-tax Republican states 
that President Trump carried 
in 2016, particularly Florida 
and Texas. It allows for tax in- 
creases on millions of fami- 
lies several years from now, if 
a future Congress does not in- 
tervene, but not for similar in- 
creases on corporations. 

The version of the bill be- 
ing considered by the Senate 


Finance Committee chooses to 
give peace of mind to corporate 
executives planning their long- 
term investments. That comes 
at the expense of added anxiety 
for individual taxpayers, partic- 
ularly those in the middle class, 
who could face stiff tax increas- 
es starting Jan. 1, 2026. 

A consistent conservative 
philosophy underpins all those 
decisions. So does a very large 
bet - economically and politi- 
cally — on the power of business 
tax cuts to deliver rapid wage 
growth to U.S. workers. 

Thereisalsotheappearance, 
to liberal critics in particular, of 
Republicans seeking to reward 
their prized constituencies first, 
while leaving others to bear the 
consequences if their most opti- 
mistic scenarios do not play out. 

The tax plans have evolved 
rapidly since House leaders first 
introduced their bill at the be- 
ginning of the month. Amend- 
ments in the House Ways and 
Means Committee restored 


See Tax cuts on Page A7 
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WEATHER 


_*_ Miz of sun and clouds. High 39, 
low 34. Details on Page B10. 
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